
 As the season of renewal blooms around us, the Shiawassee
Community Foundation sends warm wishes your way for a joyful

and refreshing spring! We are continually grateful for the
dedicated staff, board members, and generous donors who

support our community by opening new funds or giving to
existing ones through the Foundation.

Kim Renwick, Executive Directo

The Shiawassee Community Foundation
hosted its Scholarship Awards Night on
Sunday, April 27, at the Owosso
Performing Arts Center.

The Foundation welcomed nearly 300
guests to celebrate the 2025 recipients.
There were 140 scholarships, awarded
from 86 funds, totaling over $181,000,
covering 12 school districts across the
county. Each awardee showed superior
academic performance and service to
our community. The keynote speaker for
the event was Stephen Brooks, School
Superintendent of Owosso Public
Schools.  

The Foundation would like to thank our
board, staff, Youth Advisory Council and
volunteers for their hard work and
commitment to our community. We also
extend a special thank you to the
sponsors of the awards night, Young
Chevrolet Cadillac, Inc, Stifel
Schluckebier Hood Wealth Management
Group, Horizon Bank, Andrews Hooper
Pavlik CPAs & Advisors, Memorial
Healthcare and Huntington Bank. 

Scholarship
Awards Night

Summer 2025
As the days grow longer and the
promise of summer fills the air, I find
myself reflecting with gratitude on the
incredible generosity and community
spirit that defines Shiawassee County.
This season is always particularly
meaningful for the Shiawassee 

Community Foundation as we celebrated one of our
favorite events of the year—our Scholarship Awards
Night. It was an honor to gather with students,
families, fundholders, and community members to
present over $180,000 in scholarships to deserving
students across our county. These scholarships
represent not only academic achievement but also
the hopes, dreams, and hard work of our young
people—and the unwavering support of our donors
who make it all possible.

Moments like this remind us why we do what we do.
They show the power of community and the lasting
impact of giving. Whether it's a scholarship, a grant,
or a simple act of kindness, every contribution helps
shape a stronger, brighter future for Shiawassee
County.

As we look ahead, I encourage you to stay connected
with us. Visit our website (shiacf.org) or follow us on
social media to learn more about local giving
opportunities, upcoming grant cycles, and stories of
impact happening right here in our community.
Together, we are growing a legacy of giving that
spans generations.

Thank you for being a vital part of our Foundation
family. Your support continues to inspire hope and
open doors for so many.
With heartfelt appreciation,
Kim Renwick
Executive Director









Date to Remember
June 9, 2025

Scholarship Payment Forms Due!



From the Director

Leave a Legacy That Lasts Forever
The Shiawassee Community Foundation is here to assist you in leaving a
legacy by either donating to an existing fund or opening a fund that best fits
your charitable interests. Each gift made, whether large or small, makes a
lasting impact on our community.
 
Including the Foundation in your estate plan is a meaningful way to make a
lasting gift to the community that may not be possible during your lifetime.
You can bequeath cash, property, stocks, bonds, or name the Foundation as a
beneficiary on your IRA, 401(k), or life insurance policy. 

Leaving a legacy is easy!

The Shiawassee Community Foundation is honored to welcome the Kelly Mahar Memorial
Fund, established by Kelly’s family to celebrate his life and legacy. A 1996 Byron High
School graduate and MSU alum, Kelly was known for his hard work, kind heart, and
dedication to the family business, Mahar’s Greenhouses.

This new scholarship will support Byron High School seniors pursuing college or trade
school who demonstrate strong character, compassion, civic responsibility, and academic
achievement (3.0 GPA or higher). Preference is given to FFA members, and financial need
will be considered.

To support this fund, donations can be made to the Shiawassee Community Foundation
with “Kelly Mahar Fund” in the memo line or visit www.shiacf.org. Help us honor Kelly by
investing in the next generation of Byron students.

What is YAC?
The Youth Advisory Council (YAC) is giving high school students in Shiawassee
County a unique opportunity to make a real difference in their community. YAC
empowers young people to lead through service, philanthropy, and grantmaking, all
while learning what it takes to build a stronger, more connected community.

Throughout the year, YAC members volunteer their time at a wide range of local
events, but YAC is more than just volunteering. Members also plan and support
charitable projects designed to meet real needs in the community.

Kelly Mahar Memorial Fund

One of the most impactful roles YAC members play is in grantmaking. Each year, the group reviews grant
applications and makes funding recommendations for youth-focused projects supported by the W.K. Kellogg Fund.
These recommendations are then reviewed and approved by the Foundation’s Board of Directors, giving students a
hands-on experience in philanthropic decision-making and a deeper understanding of the needs facing their peers.

By participating in YAC, students gain far more than volunteer hours. They build leadership skills, connect with
local nonprofits, and develop a greater awareness of the challenges and opportunities within their own
communities. For students who are passionate about service and want to make a lasting impact, joining YAC is a
meaningful way to get involved.

If you know a middle or high school student (age 12-21) in Shiawassee County who would be a great fit for YAC,
encourage them to learn more and consider applying. It’s more than just a club—it’s a chance to be part of
something bigger.



PFC Shane Cantu Memorial Scholarship Fund 
Greenwood Cemetery

Ryan Jones ALS Memorial Fund- 
R. Farag- Vehicle ramp package

R. Vetterly- Multi-lift auto package

Ryan Jones Memorial Fund- Animal Welfare
Shiawassee County Humane Society

Community Cats Program

Montgomery Family Fund- 
Shiawassee County Fair

Unrestricted Fund (Community Cares)- 
Shiawassee Arts Council-SMARTS Program

SRESD- S. M-52 School
Shiawassee Goodfellows
Durand Loaves & Fishes

Catholic Charities

Mackenzie L. Watts Memorial Fund - AED Fund
1st Congregational Church of Owosso

Debra Wegman Memorial Fund- 
Girl Scouts Heart of Michigan Shiawassee

Russell and Annabelle Woodard Family Fund- 
Village of Byron DDA

Girl Scouts Heart of Michigan Shiawassee

Alford and Alice Emmert Youth Fund-
 Lebowsky Center for Performing Arts

Shiawassee RESD-SLC-W

Youth Advisory Council
 W.K. Kellogg Foundation Fund- 

First Congregational Church of Owosso
The Arc of Mid-Michigan serving Shiawassee County

Memorial Healthcare Center 
Community Health and Education Fund-

Memorial Healthcare Wellness Center
Lebowsky Center for Performing Arts

2025 Grants to DatePhilanthropy 101

At the Shiawassee Community Foundation, we believe
that philanthropy is for everyone—whether you're a
long-time donor, a scholarship supporter, or just
beginning to explore how you can make a lasting impact
in your community.

That’s why we’re excited to introduce our new
“Philanthropy 101” Corner, a regular feature in our
newsletters designed to demystify the world of
charitable giving. In each issue, we'll break down a topic,
from how endowments work to why unrestricted gifts
are vital, to how easy it is to start a fund that supports
what you care about most.

What Is an Endowment, and Why Does It Matter?
An endowment is a fund that’s invested to grow over
time, while still providing ongoing support to the causes
or scholarships it was created for. Think of it like
planting a tree: the seed you plant today will bear fruit
year after year—supporting students, nonprofits, and
community programs forever.
Here’s how it works:

Your gift is invested by the Foundation.
Each year, a portion of the fund’s earnings is granted
to support your chosen cause.
The original gift stays intact, growing over time to
increase future impact.

This means your legacy lives on, generation after
generation.

Why It Matters:
Endowments ensure long-term sustainability. Whether
it's helping students go to college, supporting animal
welfare, or improving our local parks, the impact of an
endowed fund doesn't fade—it multiplies. With just one
gift, you create a ripple effect of good in Shiawassee
County that never stops.

In future newsletters, we’ll cover:
How to start your own fund (it’s easier than you
think!)
What “unrestricted giving” means and why it’s so
powerful
Real-life stories of legacy donors and the change
they’ve inspired. Date to Remember

July 1, 2025
Summer Grants Open!



Support ShiaCF
Give online at

shiacf.org/donate

Shiawassee Community Foundation
PO Box 753
Owosso, MI 48867
(989) 725-1093
www.shiacf.org
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Donors

Contributions

Anyone can be a donor and make a gift of
any size. Some donations, like the
Community Cares Fund, are pooled
together to make a greater impact. We work
with our donors to help them realize their
philanthropic goals. We continually monitor
the emerging needs in Shiawassee County.  

We can help you create your own
endowment fund or contribute to an
existing one that aligns with your
passions. Every gift—big or small—makes a
meaningful impact.

Community Impact

Grants & Scholarships

Investments

We invest in Shiawassee County in
many ways, including grants,
scholarships, community leadership,
education, and building partnerships
that strengthen our community today
and into the future. 

We distribute grants and scholarships
to all corners of Shiawassee County in
many different areas, including arts &
culture, education, health, environment,
and more!

Donor gifts are pooled with our
endowed assets, invested with careful
stewardship; the income is used to
make grants. 


